Sound Clones - sound the same, look different

This chart doesn’t include every
unusual spelling so please add them
as you discover them.

sound | most common spellings least common spellings

‘a” <a> plan <au> laugh (regional)

‘e’ <e> bet <ea> thread <ai> said <a>any <ie> friend

(1" <i>tin <y> symbol <0> women <ui> build <u> busy

‘0 <0>dog <a> watch <ou> cough <oa> broad <e>ensemble

‘u” <u>bus <o>glove <ou> touch <00> blood

‘00" <00> took <u> full <ou> would

‘00" <00> soon <ew> flew <0>do <ou>you <ue> blue <u-e> flute <ui> bruise <u>flu <ough> through <oe> canoe

‘ay” <a-e>cane <ai>rain <ay>ray <a>table <ey> they <eigh> neighbour <ei> vein <aigh> straight <ea> break

‘ee” <ea>team <ee>see <e>be <e-e>scheme <y> baby <ey> key <ie> chief <i> police <ei> receive <oe> foetus

ie” <i-e> kite <i>child <y>pry <igh>fight <ie> pie <oe> toe <eigh> height

‘oe” <0>s0 <o0-e>tone <ow>throw <oa> float <ou> soul <ough> though <eau> bureau

‘ue” <u>fuel <u-e>fuse <ue>cue <ew>few <iew> view <eu>feud <eau> beauty

‘oy” <0i> boil <oy> boy <uoy> buoy

‘ow” <owW> now <ou> proud <ough> plough

‘er” (unstressed) <er> hunter <or> doctor <ar> dollar <our> colour <ure> measure <re> centre <ire> cheshire <a>saga

‘er” (stressed) <er> term <ur> fur <ear> earth <ir> skirt <or> world <ure> mature <our> journey

‘ar” <ar>far <a> plant <ear> heart <are> are

‘or” <or>stork <ore>sore <aw> paw <a>talk <ar>war <au> maul <our> your <oar> soar [<ough> thought <oor> floor
<augh> taught

‘air” <air> hair <are> fare <eir>their <ere> there

‘ear” <ear> clear <eer> steer <eir> weird




<p> pot <pp> slipped

<wh> which (only if pronounced unlike “w” in water. Scotland)

L <b> bend <bb> scrubbed
‘t” <t>ten <tt> better <te> private <pt>receipt  <bt> doubt
d” <d> dig <dd> middle
LY <c> coat <k> kit <ck> black <ch> scheme <cc> occur <que> antique
X" <x> fax (nb 2 sounds) (<cks> chicks <ks>walks <cs> picnics)
9" <g>get <gg> bigger <gu> guest <gue> fatigue <gh> ghost
‘m” <m>mad <mm> shimmer <me> some <mn> autumn <mb> lamb
'’ <n>nip <nn>inner <kn> knit <gn> gnat <pn> pneumatic <ne>imagine
L <f>feed <ff>toffee <ph>phone <gh> rough
v <v>vent <ve> give
's” <s>sat <ce>dance <ss>mess <c>city <se> horse <st> thistle <sc> scene  <ps> psychology
2" <z>zip <zz>fizz <ze>sneeze <s>laser <se>cheese
‘th” <th> thin ether through (unvoiced)
‘th” <th> this either though (voiced
‘sh” <sh> shake <ss> fissure <s> sugar <ch> chef
‘zh” <sure> measure <sion> confusion <sia> Asia
‘ch” <ch> chin <tch> hatch
7" <j>jive <g>gel <ge>rage <dge>nudge
‘W <w> waiter <wh> when
L <r>red <rr>hurry <wr>wrap
1" &"1e” | <I>leg <lI>fell <le>table <al>hospital <el>label <il> fossil <ol> symbol
Dependable Sounds - one spelling only
‘'ng” <ng> king
‘h” <h> habit
y” <y>yawn
‘qu” <qu> quick (nb 2 sounds)
‘loch® | <ch> Scotland only
i
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